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I  have  the  honour  to  present  ray  Report  for  the 

year  1919 • 

FOPtfLuifflOM. 


The  Registrar-General  has  provided  the  following 

estinates  of  population,  viz. 

6673  for  estinating  the  Birth  Rate. 

6406  for  estinating  the  Death  Rate. 


BIOT!  Ra.FR. 

The  births  nunbered  177 »  giving  a  birth  rate  of 
26.  per  1,000.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18. 5 
par  1,000. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  Deaths  nunbered  85,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
13.3  Per  1000.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  13.8  per 
1,000. 

ZYMOTIC  DEaTH  ROT! .  was  I.O9  per  1,000. 

IOTJfTILE  I.IORIEEjITY  DEATH  ItATE  was  102  per  1,000  births. 
Hate  for  England  and  Wales  wan  89  per  1,000. 


Of  the  8 3  donthn  registered  the  prinoipal  oauses 


of  death  were  as  follows  :.~ 

Enteric  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza. 

Erysipelas . 

Phthisis 

Cancer. 

Organic  Heart  Disease. 

Bronchitis 

Pneunoni  a . 

Other  Respiratory  diseases. 
Diarrhoea. 

Appendicitis. 

Parturition. 

Congenital  D ebility 
Accidents . 

Suicide. 

Other  Diseases. 


1. 

6*. 

2. 

4. 


The  Sj/motio  oauses  were  1  -  Enterio  Fever,  2  Whooping  Cough, 
6  -  Influenza,  1  -  Erysipelas,  4  -  Diarrhoea. 

IlfFECTIOUD  DISEASED. 


Enteric  Fever  -  5  Oases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified 
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during  the  year,  one  of  which  proved  fatal.  In  ono  case 
the  closet  and  drains  were  found  to  be  defective,  and  the 
patient  complained  of  the  bud  snell.  Thin  nui nance  wan 
remedied.  Another  case  wan  of  a  discharged  soldier  who 
wan  out  of  nortn  when  he  arrived  hone.  He  stated  ho  had 
been  ntationed  at  none  Cavalry  Barracks  near  Bdinburgh  which 
had  been  condemned. 

In  the  other  cane  no  apparent  onuno  could  bo  traced. 

One  cane  wan  removed  to  Hospital ,  the  other  two  boing  treated 
at  hone,  an  there  wan  crop  or  isolation  and  nuruinfU 

diphtheria 

Two  mild  cases  occurred  daring  the  year,  and  they  were 
both  removed  to  Hospital  and  recovered. 

SCAR LMT  FMVMR. 

Four  on non  were  notified,  and  all  were  removed  to 
Hospital  and  recovered. 

FRYdIPFhi  j; . 

One  cane  ocourred  which  proved  festal . 

IHlhUHNhA'. 

There  wore  many  canon  in  March  and  April,  and  nix  dcatho 
were  directly  due  to  thin  dineane.  This  outbreak  wan  the 
third  one  within  1^  months,  the  firnt  one  being  in  Juno,  191H, 
and  chiefly  among  children.  The  second  one  , which  wan  narked 
by  the  severity  and  number  of  onues  wus  in  November  and 
December,  191H,  when  pneumonic  complications  were  prevalent. 

In  the  third  outbreak  in  March  1919  I  noticed  that  the  moot 
severe  onr^B  v/ere  in  people  who  liad  escaped  infection  in  the 
firnt  two  o&tbreakn.  Mont  of  thone  who  had  an  attack  in 
191d  either  e no aped  infection  in  1919  or  bad  it  slightly,  though 
^  few  people  who  are  evidently  nunoeptible  to  thin  disease,  had 
fin  attaok  during  each  outbreak,  but  evidently  the  majority  fire 
protected  for  a  tine  lifter  having  had  an  attack. 

Ho  other  disease  in  ny  tine  has  equalled  these  outbreaks 
for  rapidity  and  Spread  of  the  infection. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  this  disease  v/as  to 
obtain  skilled  nursing  and  suitable  nourishment  owing  no  War 
oonditi  .me  and  rationing. 


i/HOopii-ig  cough  . 

This  disease  was  somewhat  prevalent  during  tho  last 
quarter  of  the  your ,  and  caused  two  deaths* 

DlAi&aiGDA 

'Thin  v/as  no4;  no  prevalent  in  tho  Buiinor  and  Autumn  no  usual, 
though  A  deaths  of  children  w ore  due  to  thin  cause. 

S;bITAi£r  WORK, 

Daring  1019  owing  to  the  Hat  oonditionn,  only  neuossary 
routine  work  has  hoen  done,  viz:-  Attention  to  Scavenging , 
Abatement  of  nuisances,  end  disinfection,  and  control  of 
Infectious  Diseases,  though  when  affairs  become  normal  important 
work  will  have  to  00  done,  viz:-  Dxtenni on  of  sewers,  Housing, 
dealing  with  old  defective  property,  and  conversion  of  privies 
into  W.Cfn.  Tho  number  of  Water  Closets  is  no w,  603  and 
privy  middonn,  542» 

During;  the  year  the  owners  of  Baiikn  Garth  cottages,  and 
cottage  behind  the  Corn  stores,  Aire  Street,  carried  out 
improvements,  relaying  the  yards  and.  converting  privies  into 
VAC’ bo  A  start  has  also  been  made  with  laying  the  extensions 
of  the  Main  Sewer  in  Pontefract  head  and  Ferrybridge  Dune ,  so 
that  in  19^u  the  luljoining  propei'ties  should  bo  able*  to  connect 
up  and  do  away  witn  bno  cesspools. 


HOUSING. 


In  common  with  other  Districts  there  is  a  great  dearth  of 
houses.  In  November  a  special  Housing  Curves/-  was  made,  which 
revealed  the  fact  that  in  OQ  houses  only  fit  for  one  family 
there  were  two  families  living.  Also  293  working-class  dwellings 
were  inhabited  by  1644  persons,  giving  an  average  over  six 
per  house,  which  considering  the  size  of  house,  shewn  overcrowding. 
The  Council  considered  that  at  least  I5O  new  houses  wore  required 
in  the  immediate  future  to  relieve  the  situation.  There  in 
one  point  to  bear  in  mind  with  reference  to  this  question  that 
a  large  number  of  persons  who  work  at  the  Collieries  outside' 


this  District  came  to  live  here  owing  to  house  shortage  in  ‘those 
Districts,  and  probably  if  more  houses  become  available  in  hhe 
districts  where  their  work  is  they  night  migrate  back  again*. 


~3~ 


In  ny  opinion  the  number  of  lrjO  now  houses  1b  little 
enough,  ru>  tho.ro  v,r  o  no  houses  to  lot  in  tho  Township,  on  cl  it 
in  impossible  to  deal,  with  the  closure  of  none  of  the  old 
hours  on  until  there  in  aoo  onmodati  on  provided  for  the  innate «c 
There  nre  at  present  none  25  hounen  which  should  he  closed 
when  it  becomes  practicable. 

Biter,  and  plans  have  been  approved  fo3?  2  niter,  at  present* 

First  site  for  16  houses  in  Forge  Hill  Lane ,  and  second  site  for 

26  houses  in  Wonorsloy  Hoad,  which.  are  hoped  to  be  completed  in 

1920 .  Other  sites  for  the  rer. mining  houses  will  have  to  be 

considered, 

other 

Among  iisas.  requirements  wanted  by  the  T ova l ship  nre  a 
School  olinio,  for  which  premises  have  been  secured,  and  which 
will  be  started  in  1020. 


A  certified  midwife  is  also  urgently  required,  an  the 
old  ones  on  the  Begin ter  are  either  dead,  or  have  given  up 
v/orks  leaving  only  one  doing  regular  work  at  present,  no  that 
many  cases  are  dependent  on  the  ordinary  handy  woman, 

I  remain, 

Hour  Obo di on b  Servant > 

( Signed)  A,  PL’HTJIVAL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


